FROM  THIRTY  YEARS  WITH  FREUD
ancient struggle between the still feeble ego and
the outer world.
Freud has wonderful insight into how such
conflicts were bound up with Dostoyevsky's re-
ligious and nationalistic views, however apart they
may seem. He shows us how they figured in both
the personality of the poet and of his characters,
for these latter are personifications of the poten-
tialities of the ego ; they are the developed off-
shoots of the ego. When Freud links up Oedipus,
Hamlet, and the Brothers Karamazov, drawing
comparisons between them as various facets of the
same latent content, he thereby contributes pro-
foundly to our understanding of the basic human
instincts which impel men's lives, whatever the
times, the culture, the race or the person. The
laws have been obscure, but they are becoming
ever more accessible.
The last section of the study concerns itself with
an extremely interesting interpretation of Dos-
toyevsky's passion for gambling. Freud's sur-
prising, but persuasive, theory is that this passion
is derived from the onanism compulsion in the
child. The unsuccessful efforts to overcome the
habit and the resultant self-castigation find their
parallel in the compulsion to gamble. This obser-
vation illuminates a complex and little-understood
aspect of Dostoyevsky's life.
We may notice an abrupt transition between
this section and the main theme. Perhaps our
impression is that the author has turned arbitrarily
to this new subject because it interests him and
not because it has any special connection with the
whole. And yet there is a very definite organic
connection. What inspires the efforts to suppress